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Northumberland county council is not working for 
tynedale 
Tynedale District Council was abolished in 2009 and replaced with a unitary authority. Since then, there has been a 
draining of services and funding away from Tynedale.  Many of our council owned assets are being sold for short 
term profit rather than being used for long term benefit, which is incredibly short sighted.

Wesley & the Green Party believe strongly in Localism, which is all about giving control back to residents at the 
grass-roots of government.  In practice this means we will focus on significantly increasing the powers and funding 
for Parish and Town Councils, whilst also decentralising services from Morpeth back to the market towns.  We 
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CAROLINE LUCAS VISIT TO WARDEN
In December, Green Party Co-Leader, Caroline Lucas MP took time out of 
her busy schedule to visit Humshaugh Ward and learn about the 
devastation caused to Warden during Storm Desmond.

Wesley and Caroline met with local publican Carol Forster who explained
how her business had been affected and how the local residents in Warden 
are working towards alleviating future problems by forming a local flood 
action group.

Caroline's visit is proof that the Green Party is committed to Tynedale and 
Wesley is regarded as a serious threat to the Conservatives in Humshaugh 
Ward.  
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Community Control over Local issues
From talking to residents on the doorstep and in his role as a Parish Councillor, Wesley has identified that many 
complaints boil down to a frustration with a lack of community control.  Intransigence from County Councillors and 
officers has led many to believe that they have no say over issues that directly affect them.  For example, many 
residents in Wall are unhappy about the speed that vehicles travel through their village, especially HGV's, and the 
same problem occurs in many rural villages that straddle major roads.  Wesley believes that local residents 
should decide at what speed vehicles travel past their homes. 

The Green Party believes that community assets and services can positively affect people's lives in rural areas.  
Village pubs, shops, allotments & gardens act as focal points for social interaction in our increasingly isolated 
world, whilst also reducing car journeys and our impact on the environment.  Wesley will fight to ensure funding is 
available for organisations that wish to provide community facilities.

Contact Wesley if you’d like to hear more at
wesley.foot@greenparty.org.uk or
www.facebook.com/tynedalegreenparty/

Can you help the Greens in Tynedale?
We are always looking for volunteers to help
distribute leaflets, display posters or more. 

We have regular monthly meetings and welcome 
non-members who are interested in finding out 
more about the Green Party. 
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HOW WOULD YOU IMPROVE 
YOUR COMMUNITY?
In a rural ward, such as Humshaugh, communication 
between residents and councillors is vitally important.

Therefore Tynedale Green Party would like to know
your views on anything you've read here or anything 
you believe we should be acting on.

Our ethos is that we work for you, not for vested
interests.

Land management is the key to planning for the future
Land management in rural Northumberland is currently poor as it tends to work mainly for a few vested interests, 
rather than for the benefit of all residents and the environment.  A prime example is in flood management where 
drained & burned grouse moors increase the risk of flooding in the Tyne River catchment during periods of heavy 
rain. A more joined up approach with consultation between the Environment Agency, Tyne Rivers Trust, 
landowners, tenants, homeowners and businesses would lead to greater resilience to extreme weather and 
reduce the risk of flooding while increasing biodiversity in the local ecosystem.

Simple changes in the management of road verges could greatly improve the availability of native flowers and 
grasses for the bees, insects and birds currently under threat through the loss of their meadow habitat. The 
network of footpaths, properly managed, protected and joined up, can bring you closer to the treasures in our 
local landscape and improve the chances of car-free short journeys.
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Rural transport NEEDS A RADICAL OVERHAUL 
Tynedale Green Party understand that cars are a necessary part of rural life, but we believe that where possible 
alternatives would significantly reduce our environmental impact and also the traffic on our roads.  Working from 
home, electric cars, walking, cycling & car sharing are all ways we can help.  With the massive jump in popularity 
of cycling over recent years, the time has come for us to start thinking in a joined up way about safe & fast routes 
for cyclists & pedestrians

Many privately run rural bus services have been cut as local authority subsidies are withdrawn.  The Green Party 
believes that bus & rail services can be more efficiently run in the public sector, as they are in London.  We also 
believe that new technology, such as hydrogen cell buses & trains can make a big difference, whilst innovative 
schemes like travel anywhere for a £1 have proven to be successful in other countries.

***********************************************************************************

mailto:wesley.foot@greenparty.org.uk

	Slide 1
	Slide 2

